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AUTHORISATION: Dress Standards and Uniforms in Canberra Public Schools Policy

1. Policy Statement
1.1 Students attending Namadgi School are required to wear the school uniform.

2. Rationale
2.1 The wearing of a school uniform contributes to the safe and welcoming environment at Namadgi School. Dress standards are a visible demonstration of the standards expected of our students. These standards play an important part in presenting a positive school image in the wider community and support a sense of community and team spirit amongst our students.

2.2 The school uniform can be easily supported and regulated by parents and staff.

2.3 The benefits of a school uniform include:
• assisting students to learn the importance of appropriate presentation
• safety of students through easier identification in playground areas and on excursions
• reducing peer pressure and appearance-based bullying related to clothing
• keeping costs of clothing within reasonable limits for parents
• ensuring students are comfortable and suitably attired for learning activities
• promoting a sense of a school identity and belonging among students
• compliance with guidelines for SunSmart Schools developed by the Australian Cancer Council
and safety guidelines for appropriate dress in practical areas

2.4 The uniform should be affordable, durable, comfortable, and consistent across year levels to ensure:
• reduced cost pressures on families over time
• students are happy to wear it
• coherence of school identification

3. Health, Wellbeing and Safety

3.1 To avoid injury, studs or small sleepers are the only jewellery items permitted.

3.2 Students are required to wear appropriate footwear designed to securely enclose the foot.

• Sneakers are recommended as they are durable and meet Workplace Health and Safety
requirements and allow students to actively participate in school activities.

• Thongs, Ugg boots, ballet flats, crocs, sandals and other similar footwear are not appropriate for the school environment.

3.3 Shorts, skorts, skirts and dresses must be of appropriate length (mid-thigh length minimum).

3.4 Leggings and tights worn without shorts, skorts, skirt or dress are not acceptable

3.5 In accordance with the ACT Cancer Society policy, a wide brim hat is necessary. The Cancer Council recommends broad-brim (cricket style), legionnaire and bucket-style hats. Hats are required for outside activities from August-May each year.

3.6 To maintain health and wellbeing, students are asked to dress appropriately for the weather
conditions. A variety of options are available to suit Canberra’s climate.

3.7 Students must dress appropriately for a community learning environment

• When students are in uniform excessive make up is not to be worn
• Dress should be always neat and tidy

4. Special consideration and exemptions

4.1 Students who require modification or adjustments to the school uniform due to, health, wellbeing, disability, cultural and/or religious beliefs; are encouraged to meet with the principal to discuss how we can support you.

4.2 The Principal may grant all students a uniform exemption for designated special events such as
fundraising uniform-free days and school carnivals. House colours can be worn at whole school events such as athletics or swimming carnivals.

5. When a student isn’t in uniform

5.1 The school community has a role to play in encouraging the wearing of our school uniform. We ask parents and carers to support this procedure and ensure students are appropriately dressed to
participate in school activities. Students will be asked for a note of explanation from parents/ carers if they arrive at school not in uniform.

5.2 If students do not meet uniform expectations the following actions may arise:

• Students will be provided an option from the clothing pool to wear

• Students may not be able to participate in extra-curricular or school activities which are additional to the regular educational program, e.g., excursions, incursions, sports days. Students will not be prevented from participating in curriculum activities, except where necessary for safety reasons.
In this instance alternative educational activities will be provided

• The student’s access to areas of the school such as the playground may be restricted; For
example, if a student doesn’t have a hat they may be required to only play in shaded areas.

• Students who are consistently out of uniform will be required to attend a meeting with the
principal to discuss a solution that meets the expectations of the school community. The
student's parents or carers will be invited to attend the meeting

• A process of conflict resolution or mediation will be implemented if a student persistently wears
inappropriate dress after discussions have been held with parents or carers

6. Uniforms are available from:
Front office - Namadgi School 
LOWES – South.Point Tuggeranong Shopping Centre, Shop 61, ACT 2900

7. House Colours
7.1 House colours can be worn for Whole school events. (Swimming and athletics carnivals and cross-country events).

RED:  Fire
BLUE: Water
YELLOW: Air
GREEN: Earth 

8. PE Uniform:

8.1 Students in Years 7-10 must have a designated Physical Education uniform, comprising the school polo shirt, shorts, sports shoes when appropriate. Grey t-shirts are available at Lowes and the school front office. 

8.2 Students are required to bring their P.E. uniform (with spare school polo shirt) and change before
and after P.E. lessons. Students are given time at the beginning and end of the lesson to change.

8.3 Students may come to school in their P.E. uniform if they have P.E. in the first lesson, then change
after P.E. Students can wear their P.E. uniform home if they have P.E. in lesson 5.

8.4 Rationale for changing into and out of P.E. uniform.
• Teaches students to be organised for activities.
• Students are not in sweaty or smelly clothes for other learning activities.
• PE staff can ensure students are wearing appropriate clothing for PE activities.
• Supports the curriculum outcome of students investigate strategies and practices that enhance
their own and others’ health and wellbeing.

8.5 All students will require a PE uniform in addition to their school uniform.


9. UNIFORM REQUIREMENTS
9.1 We want all students to access the full range of activities at our school and feel comfortable whilst they do so.
9.2 Our uniform options promote equity and freedom of choice for all students by categorising options by clothing type rather than gender. This empowers all young people, including those who express their identity in diverse ways; to choose from options which meet the uniform standards, without enforcing gendered items that may cause discomfort, anxiety, or distress.
9.3 Students can choose from the variety of items listed below according to their year level.

All students P-10
Bottoms - Black (no logo)
• Pants
• Skorts
• Shorts
• Skirts
• Leggings and tights (underneath skorts, shorts, skirt or polo dress)

School Dress – Pinafore with school for winters. Tunic for the summer. 
• long-sleeve t-shirt may be worn underneath in cooler weather

Socks – navy/white/black
Shoes – black enclosed or runners
Hats – Maroon SunSmart hat (e.g. broad-brimmed, bucket with deep crown or legionnaire hats) when outdoors.)
• Hats are not to be worn inside buildings or classrooms at any time.

P-6 students
Tops
• Maroon school shirt with logo, short-sleeve, or long-sleeve
• Maroon zipper hoodie with school logo
• Year 6 students can wear the Year 6 leadership shirt

7-10 students
Tops
· Maroon short-sleeve school Polo shirt.
· Long-sleeve t-shirt may be worn underneath in cooler weather
· Black hoodie with school logo, with or without zip
· Indigenous polo and hoodie

7-10 students
PE Uniform
• Grey short-sleeve school Polo shirt 
• Black shorts 
• Black PE tracksuit
• Sports shoes
10. Related Documents:
• SunSmart Schools Policy
• Occupational Health and Safety Policy
• ACT Education and Training Directorate Dress Standards and Colour Codes in Public Schools
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