Term 4, Week 6, Friday the 18th November 2022

Dear Parents and Carers,
Wow! I can’t believe it is Week 6 of Term 4 already. Not long to go now, with
only two weeks left for our year 10 students. This year’s Year 10 Graduating
class marks a milestone for our school as the first year 10 cohort to have
completed Preschool - Year 10 at Namadgi School.
Last Friday we welcomed current year 6 students and transitioning students
from other primary schools into our High School program. Students
participated in electives and core subjects to get a glimpse at what a day in
High School looks like.
The next couple of weeks are extremely busy, filled with Graduations and end of year ceremonies, keep an eye out
for information coming out to get tickets to these events. We are extremely excited to see the return of the
Community Christmas Carols in Week 9. This is a great event to bring together the community to celebrate 2022!
We welcome parents to bring along a picnic or BBQ services are available for you to sit back and relax with a great
show from students in Preschool to Year 10!
The school Board and P&C, in partnership with 106.3, have registered for the ‘Pack the Bus’ Christmas food and gift
drive. Please get behind this by dropping donations of non-perishable food or gifts to place under the Christmas
tree in the front office. These donations will make a significant difference to families in need this Christmas.
Thank you very much to our staff and students who made the Namadgical Arts Showcase such a spectacular event
last week. Throughout 2022 Namadgi Students have participated in arts based performances and shows including
the Primary School Concert Band. I would like to make special mention to Josie McLachlan in year 6 for
representing Namadgi School at the IMP Summer Winds concert this week.
High School students have the opportunity to head to Jamberoo for an end of year celebration. Students are aware
that they need to maintain and consistently display the Namadgi School values in order to be eligible to attend.
I look forward to a very busy and exciting few weeks ahead. Keep an eye out for notes to purchase a copy of the
2022 school yearbook.
Gareth Richards
Principal

eSafety Awareness Update: Sextortion
We would like to provide our community with information to raise awareness of Sextortion (Sexual Extortion) and
how it is becoming a larger risk to our young people.
From the Australian Federal Police:
· Investigators are warning that overseas offenders are increasingly preying on Australian children, particularly
teenage males, coercing them into producing explicit images and then extorting them for money.
· Sextortion is a crime that can involve child victims being manipulated by online offenders into sending sexualised
images, often through the offender pretending to be another young person.
· An offender will then threaten to share the content with others unless their demands are met. These demands
include more images, sexual favours, and money.
· Authorities globally are seeing a significant increase in offshore criminal syndicates targeting teenagers.
Investigators hope highlighting the trend will encourage children who have become victims to seek help and report
the crime to the AFP-led Australian Centre to Counter Child Exploitation at www.accce.gov.au/report
Some of the AFP's top tips to keep children safe include having the privacy settings of their social media account set
to 'friends only' or 'private' to ensure they are not contacted by someone wanting to do them harm and turning off
any location settings that could show where they go to school or where they live.
Parents should also encourage children not to share any personal information with 'friends' they meet online

Dates to Remember
Friday 25th November
Monday 28th November
Wednesday 30th November
Thursday 1st December
Friday 2nd December
Tuesday 6th December
Wednesday 7th December
Thursday 8th December
Friday 9th December 2022
Tuesday 13th December
Thursday 15th December

Whole School Assembly
Pupil Free Day
Secondary Walk Out
Year 10 Formal
Year 10 Pool Day
Primary Assembly
Christmas Carols
Year 10 Graduation
Year 6 Graduation
Year 6 iPlay
7-9 Presentation Assembly
7-9 Jamberoo

Namadgical
Namadgical was a great success last Wednesday evening. Students from Years 3-10 featured in dancing,
musical and drama performances in front of a big crowd filled with parents and the community. After a
couple of years of COVID interruptions, it was fantastic to see students have an opportunity to exhibit the
performing arts at Namadgi School on stage.
We have been overwhelmed with positive feedback from parents and carers in attendance and are so
proud of the effort our students put into their performances.

A glimpse into our classrooms
Preschool

Yuma Everyone!

What an adventurous time Preschool had this term! The chicks and ducklings were an amazing
experience. We were able to see them hatch or be witness to the results of the hatching - the oh so cute
little ducklings and chicks. We looked after them, watched their feathers dry out to become fluffy little
puff balls, and learnt about the growth process of these animals. It was great to see the children’s artistic
pictures in their chick journals.
Our tadpoles are steadily growing, I am sure we will see
signs of legs soon! We also have Silkworms! They sure do
eat a lot of
mulberry
leaves! If you
have a mulberry
tree we would
appreciate
some leaves if you have any spare. We have a mulberry tree, but
it is starting to
look a bit
sparse in its
lower branches
.
WOW – in celebration of Children’s Week we had a
family event morning where we investigated boxes,
bubbles, beebots and building in celebration of STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) learning.
We all had a fantastic time! The children are continuing
their exploration of building with boxes and the
introduction to coding through Beebots.
Our different programs and events all intertwine and
link with what we are learning every day – from bubble
experiments linked with our bubbles at our STEM event to our
incredible building creations linked also to the STEM event. We
are always learning about how we grow and everyday means new
accomplishments for the children. This links in nicely with
watching animals grow, not to mention the incredible learning
that occurs about our world and the part we, and animals play in
it. Great learning Namadgi Preschool!
Lots of exciting things are happening as the year comes to an
end. We can’t wait to share more with you in the next
newsletter.
The Preschool Team
Bec Buchanan, Cindy Treverrow, Chloe Brett, Louise Wright, and
Puneet Sandhu
Executive Teacher: Kristy Grady

Kindergarten
We have had a busy few weeks in Kindergarten. In Maths we have been learning how to identify the
repeating parts of a pattern and then find patterns within the classroom and outside. We can also make
musical patterns with our hands and feet. We have also been learning how to sort and classify objects and
explain the reasoning behind how we have sorted different objects.
As part of Health and P.E we have been learning about protective behaviours. We are focusing on how we
can stay safe and who we can ask for help when we need it. We have read some books about different
emotions and used these to help us identify how our body gives us early warning signs to tell us we don’t
feel safe.
Kindergarten has been busy trying to persuade their teachers to get extra playtime after B1 as a special
treat during week 6. We are learning the difference between giving reasons to support our beliefs,
instead of simply stating what we want. So far, there have been some very convincing reasons!
We are very excited for the first Kindergarten assembly on Friday in week 8! Stay tuned for more
information!
Persuasive writing

Sorting objects found in
our environment

Persuasive writing
Early warning signs
Creating a pattern snake
skin.

Jessica Laing, Ali Herden, Danielle Fisher,
Executive Teacher: Kristy Grady

Persuasive writing

Year 1
As we approach the middle of Term 4 there has been lots of exciting learning taking place.
Year 1 should be congratulated on the amazing job they did hosting Assembly at the end of week 4. The
students loved showcasing their performances to their families and the school community and they were
very proud!

English
Over the last few weeks, we have been focusing on writing Narratives in English. Students have been
learning about the structure of a narrative and are starting to write their own story with characters they
have developed themselves. We can’t wait to share these stories with you. We have introduced One
Word Spelling into the classroom which is a spelling program we do each day. Students are assigned a
word for the week; they practise spelling the word each day and then use that word in a sentence. We are
starting to see some great progress from this program.

Danielle Couzens, David Lindsay, Kimberley Circosta and Tamazin McGrath
Executive Teacher: Anthea Theodoridis

Year 2
Writing
Year 2 have enjoyed writing Procedural Texts for the past few weeks. We have written directions on how
to get to the library, made our own lego creations and written instructions for our peers, and created
visual timetables in Seesaw to show our families what we do at school each day. Students have used
numbered steps, sentences beginning with verbs, precise adverbs and technical language to write clear,
informative instructions.
Construction Instructions

Directions to the Library

Maths
In maths, Year 2 have been working hard on multiplication and division. We have been using skip
counting, repeated addition and subtraction, creating groups on ‘lily pads’, arrays and known facts to
solve multiplication and division problems.

Swimming
Year 2 got off to a fantastic start with swimming in Week 4. Unfortunately, due to staff shortages at the
Aquatic Centre we have had to postpone swimming lessons. The great news is swimming lessons will be
back on in Week 7. Students will attend swimming on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday of
Week 7.

PE
Year 2 have been learning skills to play basketball and Tee-ball this term. In basketball we have worked on
chest passes, bounce passes, dribbling and shooting skills. In Tee-ball we have worked on throwing and
catching, fielding ground balls and striking the ball with a bat.

Ed Jones, Trista Ellison, and Lucy Adams
Executive Teacher: Anthea Theodoridis

Year 3
Year 3 have had a busy and exciting start to term 4!
In Maths we have been learning about chance and probability. Year 3 have been
conducting experiments involving dice, coins and spinners. We went outside to play
chance games and describe the likelihood of events happening on a probability line,
using language such as certain, likely, unlikely, even chance and impossible.
In Literacy we have been learning about synonyms to extend and develop
our vocabulary so we can use different words in our writing. We are
continuing to learn about writing procedures using imperative verbs and
adverbs.
The Year 3 puzzle club completed their first jigsaw puzzle together. It was a
great collaborative task, and we were all amazed when Miss Smithers was
able to lift it up and not break a piece!
The Year 3 Limelight dancers shone in the Namadgical Arts Showcase. It was
an amazing performance and Year 3 impressed with their dedication. A big
shout out to Miss Charleston and Miss Walker for their guidance and efforts
with rehearsals. We demonstrated our love of dancing again at the recent school
disco which was great fun.
Some Year 3’s got to visit the high school with Namadgi’s very own “Science Man”
and his NASA class to learn all about the properties of bubbles. We were able to
blow bubbles inside of bubbles inside of bubbles and even hold them upside down!

Jenny Lambert, Melissa Charleston,
Rebecca Smithers
Executive Teacher: Jodie Stewart

Year 4
We are officially halfway through Term 4! An incredibly busy but exciting term we have already had with
so much more to fit in!
Year 4 students are wrapping up their unit on Money in Mathematics this week and will then move on to
mapping skills.
In Literacy, students have been focusing on procedure texts and have drafted, edited, and published their
own last week. We now move on to group projects based on the 2022 World Cup in Qatar. Students are
already learning so much about the history of the World Cup and have been working collaboratively to
gather information to present at the end of next week.
Students have thoroughly enjoyed ‘Word Jenga’ during Reader’s Workshop and have improved their
reading and writing skills through independent group work.
In Visual Arts, students have been making and creating pieces that communicate ideas. In 4CW, students
used playdough to create bowls and inside of them made small figures to represent the important things
in their lives.
A HUGE congratulations to all students involved in ‘Namadgical’ last week. We are so proud of how much
time and effort dancers put in and how respectful and responsible they were during all rehearsals and the
showcase itself. We have already had so many comments and lovely messages from families saying how
wonderful it was. Well done to all!
Look out for our beautiful faces showing our talents and favourite jokes in this year’s Yearbook and don’t
forget about our Christmas Carols on Tuesday the 6th of December!
As always, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s teacher if you have any questions or concerns.

Caitlin Walker and Narelle O’Callaghan Executive Teacher: Jodie Stewart

Year 5
This semester in numeracy we have been learning about angles, units of measurement, addition,
subtraction, and multiplication. In angles we’ve been learning about different types of angles for example
Reflex, Revolution, Obtuse, and more! We have also learned how to use protractors to get the exact
degree on the angle we’re measuring. For units of measurement, we have been learning about area and
perimeter, volume and capacity, length, and weight. For area and perimeter, we learnt how to measure it
and we also did a fun activity using different tools to measure the area and perimeter of places in our
school like sandpits, handball courts etc. Next for volume and capacity we did an activity for filling up
objects with water and pouring it into a measuring jug to see how much litres/millilitres it is. Then for
length we measured different objects in our classroom and also determined if different things were
measured in kilometres or metres or centimetres you know. For weight we put different objects in
balance scales to balance it obviously, and we also measured the weight of different stuff. Lastly, we
learnt different addition and subtraction strategies like borrowing and carrying and how to multiply 2
digit by 2-digit numbers - Joshua Lam 5ST

This semester in Science we have been learning about adaptations and we have been making slide shows
about different ecosystems. We have been asked 3 questions to investigate. 1. What is an adaptation? 2.
How does it differ in different environments and ecosystems? 3. What would happen if they were moved
to a different ecosystem?
My partner is Josh in this project, and for question number 3 I said, “if a polar bear was moved to a jungle
it would have to adapt to the new ecosystem because it could not camouflage in the jungle like it can in a
Tundra ecosystem because of its white fur”. We have to investigate 5 ecosystems and the adaptations
animals use who live there.
1. Forest/Woodlands
2. Tundra/Artic
3. Savanna/Grasslands
4. Fresh Water
5. Salt Water
Anyway that is the end so Ella D is signing off bye. - Ella Dawes 5ST

In reader’s workshop, we’ve been looking at applying the reading strategies summarising, questioning,
making connections and visualising when reading. My favourite activity was when Miss McLeod read a
page from the book The Little Lion which included a lot of descriptive language. It described an area in
India surrounded by poverty, a railway, a dirty river and many broken homes. We were then asked to
draw a picture of what we thought this place would look like, using the descriptive clues from the
paragraph. We have also been discussing important issues around the world during our persuasive writing
unit, including whether Australia should open its borders to more Ukrainian refugees.
Casey McSmith 5EM

Taylor Gordon 5EM

In Economics we have been learning about the difference between needs and wants. For example, a want
is when you might like to buy a horse or a phone. A need is when you have to have something to live like
shelter. We talked about how needs and wants can be different from person to person. BUT we realised
that an elderly man and Mr Lambert share some of the same needs!
Emma McLeod & Shannen Talbot
Executive Teacher: Craig Lambert

Year 6
Year 6 Transition Day
On Friday 11th November, Year 6 attended their high school transition day. It gave
our students a few high school experiences in science, PE, woodwork, art, cooking
and drama. They were given an insight into what lies ahead next year.
Here are some of the thoughts of our students.
☺ Joe 6SK - I liked the art, woodwork and PE
☺ John 6JS - personally, I loved woodwork with Mr Tett and Science with Science
man

☺

Wal 6JS - my favourite thing was woodwork and PE.

☺

Indi 6SK - I really liked the cooking class and art. The teachers are so nice.

We only got to do the classes with passion projects.
☺

Tyce 6JS- I like the cake in a cup we cooked. It was very yummy, but I also

like P.E the game was fun.
☺

Aisha 6JS: I liked it, but I wish that the passion project choosing was thought

out better.
☺

Nayte 6SK- woodwork

☺

Tyler 6SK- what I enjoyed the most was PE because you got to work together

with people you don't necessarily like, and it was very fun as well.
☺

Justin 6JS - It was cool. I liked doing PE and woodwork

☺

McKenzii 6SK - I liked Mr science man making elephant toothpaste

☺

Flynn 6JS - I liked the transition day because of the pe sessions

☺

Aaryan 6js- transition day was interesting

☺

Fatima 6SK- I really liked PE and woodwork

☺ Thomas G I really liked all the activities that I did but I had 3 favourite things were
woodwork, science, and P.E. It was fun.
☺ Malia Mafi 6JS- I really liked transition day my favourite thing was probably art and
P.E I also liked cooking but I’m ‘kinda’ scared for year 7 but overall, I really liked it.
☺ Josie M 6JS - My favourite thing about transition day was drama because the game
was fun, and Mr Bailey is cool, I also enjoyed P.E cause the games were made well.
☺

Lucija Šlat 6JS - I very much enjoyed transition day. I loved woodwork, art

and all of it! I wish I talked to the new people more, but I really am excited for high
school! I hope everyone else likes it as much as I do.
☺

Courtney 6JS - I liked woodwork because it was very interesting and fun. I

also liked elephant toothpaste and I liked all of them. I also like drama with Mr
Bailey, and I also like SPORT !!! and eating
☺

Maddie 6JS - I liked woodwork it was fun, and I also liked science.

☺

Sienna 6JS- I like the elephant toothpaste and the cooking that we did it

tasted good I wish I got to try the woodwork and the art was fun, but I didn't have much time to finish
it we didn’t do much in drama and I got tired of walking, but I got to do it I really liked science.

Jamie Smith and Shannon Kumar
Executive Teacher: Craig Lambert

LSU
LSUMS
This term sees the students continue to develop and extend their skills.
In Literacy we have been working on non-fiction information texts. By using the skills of skimming and
scanning and the text features of non-fiction (such as headings, key words, diagrams, time-lines, maps,
photos, glossary), to research their own topics for presentation in the next few weeks (topics include
space, video games, different types of jobs, Skylanders).

.

In maths we have been looking at fractions on a number line as well as doing number work.
While in science we have been looking at how bees and ants work to pollinate flowers. We did try and see
which food type ants would like to eat, but the magpie seemed too interested in the choices…even with
me running out trying to scare it away.

Congratulations to one of our students for performing so well in Namadigical in the Year 3/4 dance
number. Also, congratulations are to be had for several of our students who did the transition day for
Year 7 next year here at Namadgi. They were able to enjoy snapshots of time they will have when at high
school.

Melissa Goodridge, Melissa Saggers and Sue Sullivan
Executive Teacher: Michelle VanPuyvelde

Wellbeing/The Hub/iNspire
iNpsire Program
Students have been refining their cooking skills over the term producing home
cooked meals for students at Namadgi School to have at breaktimes. They have
cooked a range of meals from Stir Fried Rice to Butter Chicken. This program has
been sponsored through a grant received from The Kambah Lions Club.
The students will also be participating in a First
Aid Course to prepare them for the world of
work. We have had a student attain an ASBA as a
mechanic and another student complete their
Hair and Beauty Vocational Learning Opportunity. All the students have
been working hard to ensure that they achieve their Year 10 Certificate.
We are also proud to announce that the Namadgi School iNpsire Program has been shortlisted for a Youth
Coalition ACT YOGIE Award that recognises outstanding practice in working with young people.
HUB Program: The Farm
This term a group of students are participating in The Lions Youth Have Farm Program. They attend one
day a week and work with the farm teacher. They learn a wide range of farm skills including animal care,
plant propagation, growing vegetables, construction and maintenance skills, use of basic tools, gardening
and horticulture. They also build their team skills as they have to complete tasks or solve problems
together. This is an amazing opportunity that the students really enjoy.

Chantelle Ellison and Amar Saleh
Executive Teacher: Bea Hale

A message from our year 7/8 &
9/10 Coordinators
It is hard to believe it, but we are over halfway through Term 4 2022 already. The year has gone by so
quickly.
It has certainly been a busy
time for all of our Year Seven
and Eight students, who are
completing final assignments
prior to reports coming out.
A reminder to all students,
the focus is on learning even
at this time of the year
where it may feel like you are
winding up. Stay focussed,
work hard, and achieve the
best results possible.
In other news, last Friday (the 11th of November) was Year six into seven transition day. From observing
what happened, it was a great day where our new Year seven class for next year got to experience High
School.
There are a few people I want to thank. Firstly, all of the Teachers who were involved in running the
activities or organising what occurred. Without them, it would simply have not happened. Thank you all.
Secondly, to the Year Nine students who gave up their time to lead the groups of students around. Your
contribution was invaluable.
Thank you for your positive attitudes and your willingness to help.
Enjoy your week.
Nathan Kalinowski
Year 7/8 Co-ordinator

Hello all, what an exciting term we have had already and what great events we have coming up for our Year
9’s and 10’s!
Firstly, I would like to thank our wonderful students that attended the 9/10 camp in Sydney in Week Four you were an amazing bunch and it has been great to hear how much fun you all had! Also, a thank you to
all parents and careers for getting everyone to school on time that morning and for making sure their
children brought everything they needed! Hopefully next year's 9/10 camp will be just as unforgettable!
Year 10 Info
As it is the end of year, we have many events planned for year 10’s so please make sure to remember the
following dates (if you need more information, this can be found at the front office!)

Wednesday 30th of November - Walk Out & Formal
Thursday 1st of December - Pool Day at Big Splash
Wednesday 7th of December - Graduation
Year 9 Info
As it is coming to the end of our Year 10’s time at Namadgi, I would like to remind our year 9’s that they
are soon going to be the leaders of our school! Whilst you all have big shoes to fill, I know that you are
capable of rising to the challenge! I cannot wait to see what you and your 2023 school captains achieve!
Have a great rest of the term, and I am always here if you need to talk!
Ms Lobb
9/10 Coordinator

Heather Lobb
Year 9/10 Co-ordinator

Arts and Technology
Year 7 have finished a unit on “the human figure” and created various drawings and a wire sculpture.
They are now working on their new topic “Landscapes” and are creating a mixed media landscape.

Year 8 have finished a unit on one point perspective and building models. Here
are some of their creations. Their next unit is the human figure where they will be
creating sculptures with wire and plaster bandage as their final project.

The yr. 9/10 3D art class have completed a unit on abstract sculpture. Here are a few of their examples.
Their next unit is the human figure where they will be creating sculptures with wire and plaster bandage
as their final project.

The Clay and construct passion project have been working on
functional ware- on the wheel and hand building. Here are
some of their finished products.

Ryan Bailey, Josh Hart, Adam Tett, Stephanie Johnston

Maths & Science
The final term of Mathematics for the year has seen our students in all year levels delving into a variety of
topics from using increasingly complex algebraic equations to looking at the many ways of representing
and calculating probabilities. The year 7, 9 & 10 cohorts will finish the year by learning how to apply their
maths skills to financial matters. In science, the year 7 students have been exploring the solar system,
learning about the motion of the Earth, Moon and Sun and why objects in the night sky appear as they do.
Year 8 and 9 students are concentrating on the Earth itself; what it is made of and the processes that
drive the slow and steady changes to the Earth’s surface. Year 10 students are finishing their time at
Namadgi with a bang: the biggest bang of all time and how scientists have looked deep into space and
discovered the beginning of the universe.
Stacey Freedman, Monica Howard, Brendan Cameron, Dhanashree Vedanti and Josh Hart
Executive Teacher: Laura Shevlin

Careers and Work Experience
There have been a bunch of year 10 students going out to Canberra Institute of Technology (CIT) one day
a week for the past semester studying extra courses of interest, these courses are called Vocational
Learning Options (VLO). Some examples of the courses studied this semester were a Health Starter
Course, VET Nursing, Electrotechnology, Hair & Beauty and Plan and prepare for work readiness. Students
received units of competency from these studies which can go towards further studies in the future.
Finally, two year 10 students have also received and accepted an Australian School-based Apprentice
(ASbA). Both students will completed their ASbA over the duration of Year 11 & 12 attending weekly
training and work days as well as college classes that count towards their Year 12 certificate, on the
completion of their ASbA students will gain a national accredited qualification. If any senior students are
interesting in any of these opportunities, please see Miss Freedman.

Kitchen Garden
We are delighted with how many primary students are getting involved in bringing their 10 cent refund
soft drink bottles and cans in for the competition we are running from W2 – W8. The year 6 classes are
neck and neck at the moment with a few other classes not far behind. 6SK is just leading the charge at the
end of Week 5. We are hoping to raise around $650 to purchase another wire frame to go on top of one
of our top gardens. This will stop the birds and possums from eating our produce. Thank you to everyone
for supporting this initiative. The class who has the highest number of 10 cent refunds at the end of week
8 will receive a prize in Week 9.

Sue Taylor, Kathryn Glanville & Julie White

Library News
Book Fair
Thank you to everyone who came to the Book Fair in Week 4. We had a fantastic response and sold over
$4000 worth of books to the Namadgi community! From this we have been able to stock our library with
$1500 worth of new books. These books will go into the main library collections, make up new group sets
of readers and to the Pre-school library. Thank you again for your fantastic support!
Book Club
Book Club Issue 8 catalogues have been handed out to classes. Please have your orders in by Thursday 1 st
December so we can get all books to families before the end of the school year.
Halloween Display
The Kindy classes helped Darrell with this spooky Halloween display based on the book The Crayons Trick or Treat
by Drew Daywalt & Oliver Jeffers.

Shannon Black and Darrell

Front Office
Student absences
For all student absences, please contact the front office on 6142 0900 or email info@namadgi.act.edu.au

From our community

Additional Resources

Contact us!
Namadgi School
Phone: 02 6142 0900
Front Office Hours: 8:30am-3:30pm
Email: info@namadgi.act.edu.au
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/NamadgiSchool
Twitter: https://twitter.com/namadgischool
Website: https://www.namadgi.act.edu.au

